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from 61 to 182, with 66 active cas-
es.

\ The Town of Wheatfield went
from 266 to 616, with 152 active
cases.

\ The City of Niagara Falls bal-
looned from 626 to 1,275, with 320
active cases.

\ The City of North Tonawanda
saw a bump from 317 to 734, with
236 active cases.

\ The Town of Porter and Vil-
lage of Youngstown’s combined
total of 54 grew to 167, with 59 ac-
tive cases.

\ Even Barker, which, as of Nov.
9 had reported no coronavirus cas-
es, was up to four (with one active
case).

Niagara County had 189 positive
tests on Tuesday, while Erie Coun-
ty reported 646 people diagnosed
with the coronavirus.

Across New York, coronavirus
cases have precipitously increased
this fall. Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
Health Commissioner Dr. Howard
Zucker and National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases
Director Dr. Anthony Fauci have
pointed to in-person gatherings
as the root cause for this “second
wave,” and specifically signaled
out Thanksgiving.

Niagara County Health Direc-
tor Daniel Stapleton said numbers
here actually began to turn after
Halloween.

“People are getting together.
The (Thanksgiving) holiday, de-
pending on the experts you talk to,
they were figuring we’d see the im-
pact starting in a week to 10 days. I
think we saw that, but I think most
of this started back when Hallow-
een started,” he said Wednesday.
“We saw a number of cases direct-
ly linked to one or two parties. I
think that’s really what started the
surge — at least around here in this
part of the state — is those Hallow-
een parties that were identified;
the fact that people were getting
together.

“And I think, rather than hav-
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process will take time

Gov. Andrew Cuomo discussed vaccination delivery logistics during a Wednesday press conference. (Photo by Mike
Groll/Office of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo)

ing that trend go up around Hal-
loween, having a plateau and then
dropping again, it didn’t drop
again. It brought up to that plateau
and then it precipitously went up
from there.

“I think Halloween started it.
Thanksgiving reinforced it. And,
of course, our concern is that the
next few weeks will continue to
have people getting together -
with family, and with neighbors,
with people outside of their family
household — and that those things
are going to continue to increase
from there.”

With the holiday season here,
Cuomo said he expects a statewide
plateau won’t happen until the mid-
dle of January.

Stapleton agreed.

“Based on who you listen to,
were expecting to know where
things are probably by the second
or third week of January,” he said.
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“We're hoping that people get this
opportunity over the next four
weeks, let’s say, to be able to con-
trol their desire to be able to hang
out with people outside of their
household. We all know that’s diffi-
cult, but we do know that we don’t
want our health care system to be
too busy to not be able to handle
this surge, or to be overwhelmed.
So, we really all need to do our part
and follow the very well-known
rules about wearing masks, avoid-
ing close distance, avoiding large
crowds, and just trying to control
our urges to want to be out and
hanging out with large groups of
people.”

Some Niagara County residents
have speculated people from areas
with a higher COVID-19 infection
rate have brought the coronavirus
here. Stapleton said he hasn’t seen
or heard much to suggest people
from Erie County — where town-
ships are mostly in “yellow preven-
tative” and “orange warning zone”
micro-cluster areas — have come
into Niagara County and affected
the infection rate.

“Our message has been to peo-
ple that we expect everyone to fol-
low the rules, regardless of wheth-
er they live in Niagara County or
not,” Stapleton said.

A bigger problem, he noted, is
those small social gatherings.

New York was put on “PAUSE”

last spring to slow the coronavirus
spread. As spring turned to sum-
mer, the state reopened and people
resumed going out and socializing
— of course with restrictions and
mass event cancellations in place.
Having that freedom then has now
made it more challenging to con-
vince people to hunker down for a
second time.

Stapleton said, “People have a
fatigue of COVID that, for some of
them, is overwhelming.”

He added, “It’s been a long haul.
And we finally see what could be
a major impact on controlling the
spread of the virus, at least in the
fairly near term in a number of
months, that could really stop it.
But we need to step up our vigi-
lance now, more than ever, with
the numbers increasing the way
they are. We need to make sure we
all take responsibility for protect-
ing others.

“People don’t know when some-
one that they hang out with if
they’ve been exposed in some oth-
er way. So we really need people to
increase the vigilance. We know
it’s difficult. But we know that the
health care workers, the providers
and nursing home staff, the essen-
tial workers, are all really working
hard to protect us. And we don’t
want to let them down.”

In announcing New York would
receive an initial shipment of
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Niagara County

Health Director Daniel Stapleton
Pfizer’s coronavirus vaccine this
month, Cuomo said this preventa-
tive measure would be “the weap-
on that will win the war” — that the
pandemic will end once 75% of the
general public is vaccinated.

But both he and Fauci said
they’re worried public skepticism
or concern about possible side
effects — or lack of adequate pre-
ventative power, for that matter —
would delay people from getting
vaccinated.

Stapleton said, “I definitely
would encourage people to take it
when it’s available.”

He noted the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration and Cuomo’s
own team of medical experts have
and will continue to vet vaccines
from Pfizer and other drug com-
panies.

“A lot of people have put their
entire career and their life’s work
in creating vaccines, so I'm con-
fident in the work that they do,”
Stapleton said.

He previously noted Niagara
County began working on vaccina-
tion distribution plans in the sum-
mer.

Cuomo said Western New York
will receive an initial distribution of
14,500 vaccines.

“The way the vaccine is going
to work is the federal govern-
ment will be responsible for the
procurement and the distribution.
The military is doing the trans-
portation with private companies,
and they will send it where we
ask them to send it. We then set
the priorities for not only where it
goes, but who gets it,” Cuomo said
Wednesday. “The first allocation is
for nursing home residents, nurs-
ing home staff and high-risk health
care workers. We've identified 90
regional centers that can keep the
vaccine at the required tempera-
ture and they’ll act as distribution
centers for that region.”

On Monday, Erie County Execu-
tive Mark Poloncarz said his re-
gion will coordinate housing West-
ern New York’s share of vaccines
in cold storage facilities.
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